
Circulation 

Package 

 

April 2015 



Ref: 157818

Mr. Dave Rushton, Chair
and Members of the Board

Regional District of Mount Waddington
Box 729
Port McNellI, BC VON 2R0

Email: infordmw.bc.ca
cc: imarkpn,Iperdmw hen

Dear Chair Rushton and Board Members:

2014 marked the end of the Strategic Community Investment Fund (SCIF) program. This was a multi-year program that accelerated Small Community, Regional District, and Traffic Fine Revenue Sharinggrants in the early years of the program and reduced them in the later years.

Beginning in 2015, the Province of British Columbia will return to regular annual grant funding (similar tofunding calculations prior to SCIF).
However, there will be a one-time advance from the 2016 budget to the 2015 budget. Thus, this year’sRegional District grants will be marginally higher (7% to 10%) than next year’s grants.
2015 grants for all regional districts will be $4.7 million and will be paid in two installments (March andJune), as follows:

March 26,2015: $72,488
June 30,2015: $140,142

If you have any questions or comments regarding the grant payments, please feel free to contact Ms.Jennifer Richardson, Policy Analyst, by telephone
at: 250 387-356-9609, or by email at:
Jennlfer.Rlchardsongov.bc.cacmailtoJennifer.Rlchardsongov.bc.ca>.

Sincerely

“Original signed by”

Coralee Oakes
Minister of Community, Sport and Cultural Development
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News Release  
For Immediate Release 
 
 
Government of Canada launches Enabling Accessibility Fund Call for Proposals 
MP John Duncan encourages organizations to improve accessibility 

 
 
March 18, 2015    Vancouver Island North  Employment and Social Development Canada  
 
Hon. John Duncan, Member of Parliament for Vancouver Island North, on behalf of the Honourable Candice 
Bergen, Minister of State (Social Development), announced the Enabling Accessibility Fund (EAF) Call for 
Proposals for projects that increase accessibility in Canadian communities.  
 
Organizations are encouraged to apply for funding through the EAF 2015 call for proposals for projects that will 
help improve accessibility in community facilities for Canadians with disabilities. The deadline for submitting 
proposals is April 27, 2015.  Proposals can involve a wide variety of projects, however priority will be given to 
projects that enhance access for children with disabilities (e.g. outdoor playgrounds, recreation facilities), 
Veterans with disabilities or seniors with disabilities. 
 
It is important to note that municipalities are also eligible to apply in support of the first priority (access for children 
with disabilities) since a large number of recreational facilities are under their management.  As such, all 
municipalities, irrespective of size, have been included as eligible recipients under this priority only and are 
strongly encouraged to apply. 
 
Application information is available on Employment and Social Development Canada’s website 
at http://www.esdc.gc.ca/eng/disability/eaf/ . 
 
Quick Facts  
 

• Since the creation of the EAF in 2007, our government has funded over 1,800 projects, helping 
thousands of Canadians gain better access to their communities’ facilities, programs and services. 
 

• Under this call for proposals, organizations can receive a grant of up to $50,000. 
 

• Examples of eligible projects could include:  
 

 renovations to widen hallways and doorways; 
 installing elevators and automated power doors; 
 improving lighting, acoustics or contrast 
 replacing doorknobs that are difficult to grasp with accessible handles, and installing accessible 

washrooms and showers; 
 upgrading facilities that offer programs for adults and/or children with autism and other 

cognitive/intellectual impairments.  
 Building accessible playgrounds for children with disabilities 
 Installing assistive technology, installing or updating information technology 
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Quotes 
 
“Our Government remains committed to supporting Canadians and their families. I encourage organizations to 
take this opportunity to submit their proposals for projects, in particular those for children, such as playgrounds 
and recreational facilities. The Enabling Accessibility Fund is an excellent program that builds on our 
Government's family benefits by eliminating barriers and helping all Canadians to fully participate in and 
contribute to their communities." 

 
"This announcement reiterates our Government's focus on helping hard-working Canadian families make ends 
meet, by making important priorities like child care and after-school sports more affordable. Our Government has 
ensured that every family with children will have more money in their pockets, to spend on their priorities as a 
family." 
– The Honourable Candice Bergen, Minister of State (Social Development) 
 
“Our government is committed to creating jobs, economic growth and long-term prosperity all across Canada and 
right here in Vancouver Island North. Since its inception in 2007, the Enabling Accessibility Fund has provided 
tremendous support to organizations within Vancouver Island North. I am encouraging proposals once again and 
anticipate many successful projects funded as a result.”  
– The Honourable John Duncan, Member of Parliament for Vancouver Island North 
 

- 30 - 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Rita Hatfield 
Constituency Representative 
John Duncan, MP 
250-287-9388 
 
Austin Jean, Press Secretary,  
Office of the Minister of State for Social Development,  
819-953-2350 
 
Media Relations Office 
Employment and Social Development Canada 
819-994-5559 
media@hrsdc-rhdcc.gc.ca 

Follow us on Twitter  
 
 

 

Backgrounder 

 
 
 
 The Enabling Accessibility Fund (EAF) was originally announced in 2007 as a three-year, $45-million 
program to support community-based projects across Canada. Economic Action Plan 2013 extended 
the EAF on an ongoing basis at $15 million per year to continue to help improve communities and 
workplaces accessibility for Canadians with disabilities.  
 
Since the first call for proposals in 2008, over 1,800 projects have been awarded funding to improve 
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accessibility in Canadian communities and workplaces. 
 

The community accessibility stream of the Enabling Accessibility Fund provides funding to eligible 
recipients for capital cost projects that improve accessibility.  To be considered eligible for funding, 
projects must be directly related to removing barriers and increasing accessibility for people with 
disabilities in Canadian communities. All projects must also respond to funding priorities identified 
during the present call for proposals, including support from their community. 
 
For further information on how to submit proposals under the current call for community-based projects, 
please visit:  www.esdc.gc.ca/eng/disability/eaf/. 
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members representing 90% of local 
governments in British Columbia .

in investment income in 2014,  
a record high . 

Subscribers’ Equity Since 1988

2014 by the Numbers
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in subscribers’ equity .  

in dividends paid out to members in 
2014, which adds up to $11 .5 million 
in dividends paid out since 2006 .

170

$8 .1M

$84M

Over $1M
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Liability Program: 
Strong and Steady  

The MIABC has been providing liability 
insurance to BC’s local governments 
for over 25 years . We have 170 
members and insure almost 90% of 
the province’s local governments .  
The liability program continues to be 
strong and stable, with a dedicated 
membership base and stable rates .  

With the unanimous approval of 
its members, in 2014 the MIABC 
launched the Property and Ancillary 
Insurance Program . 

The project had its origins two 
years earlier, in 2012, when the 
MIABC surveyed its members with 
respect to their insurance needs . 
Overwhelmingly, respondents asked 
for expanded coverage and a “one-
stop shop” for civic insurance . 

The MIABC began to work towards 
meeting that goal . In consultations 
with its members, the MIABC asked, 
“If you owned your own insurance 
company, what type of coverage 
would you give yourself?” The MIABC’s 
members do own their own insurance 
company, and their responses shaped 
the new policy options . 

The Insurance Department was 
formed on April 1, 2014, and work 
began in earnest with the broker 
partner and reinsurance broker to 
develop coverage and policy wording . 

After many revisions, the policy wording 
was approved by the membership at the 
Annual General Meeting in September 
2014 . The program was officially 
launched on October 1, 2014 . 

There has been a great deal of interest 
in the program since its launch date, 
including many requests for proposals 
and renewal proposals . The Insurance 
Department has even received two 
requests from non-members in both 
the liability and property program . The 
MIABC is pleased to report that the 
early numbers are strong and growing . 

The strength of the MIABC’s numbers 
will continue to help grow the Property 
and Ancillary Insurance Program . 
It is with the support and valuable 
feedback of our members that we can 
continue to improve the program, all 
with a view to being the best provider 
of civic insurance in British Columbia . 

2014 Insurance Department Highlights

With the unanimous 
approval of its 
members, in 2014 
the MIABC launched 
the Property and 
Ancillary Insurance 
Program .

The MIABC’s Insurance Department is built on strength in numbers . It is the 
collective strength of our members that created the liability program 27 years 
ago, and which unanimously voted to expand into property insurance this year . 

Property and Ancillary Insurance Program: 
Strong and Growing
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2014 was a year of transition and 
growth for the Claims and Legal 

Department, with the introduction of 
Lindsay Nilsson as the new Director 
of Claims and Legal Services, and the 
arrival of Michelle Bourque, a Claims 
Examiner who handles property 
damage matters . One of our in-house 
lawyers, Maryam Sherkat, took on 
the dual role of Legal Counsel and 
Risk Officer . Despite the changes, the 
claims numbers remained strong .

2014 Claims and Legal Highlights

The Claims and Legal Department is comprised of five Claims Examiners who 
oversee the MIABC’s incidents and claims, and six in-house Legal Counsel who 
defend legal claims brought against our members .  

Top 5 Types of Claims by Severity 
(in indemnity payments and reserves)

$1,145,000

$482,000 Land use building inspection

Public works sewers

Public works sidewalks

Occupiers liability in parks & recreation facilities

$355,000

$313,000

$306,000

Land use development

Claims Highlights

The MIABC’s Claims Examiners 
received strong reviews from members 
this year . On Service Evaluation Forms 
sent out at the closing of each claim, 
members are asked to rate their 
satisfaction with the handling of their 
claims on a scale of one to five, with 
five being the top score . This year the 
MIABC’s Claims Examiners received 
top marks in:

•	 Promptly	responding	to	claims	
reports;

•	 Addressing	inquiries	and	concerns	
promptly; and 

•	 Fully	addressing	any	questions	or	
concerns about settlement .

In 2014, we
•	 Opened	429	claims	

•	 Closed	459	claims

•	 Resolved	without	payment	 
68% of claims 

•	 Handled	59%	of	claims	by	 
in-house legal counsel

7



MIABC 2014 ANNUAL REPORT  |  8

Legal Highlights 

2014 was a busy year for the Claims 
and Legal Services Departments, 
which saw a number of cases through 
to trial with favourable results for our 
members . Highlights include:

•	 In	Jull v . City of Victoria, the 
MIABC’s Director of Claims and 
Legal Services, Lindsay Nilsson, 
successfully defended the City 
of Victoria against an action 
alleging that a police constable 
unreasonably stopped and 
searched the claimant . 

•	 In	Arpagaus v . Regional District 
of Okanagan Similkameen, the 
MIABC’s Senior Legal Counsel, 
Lamour Afonso, defended 
the Regional District against 
allegations that it had failed to 
enforce its Subdivision Servicing 
Bylaw . Lamour was successful 
in having the action dismissed 
at trial . 

•	 In	Dick v . City of Coquitlam, the 
MIABC’s outside counsel,  David 
McKnight and Kathryn McGoldrick, 
were successful in having a 
favourable trial judgment upheld 
by the British Columbia Court of 
Appeal . The plaintiff ’s allegations 
that the City of Coquitlam had 
breached a duty to him in the 
land development process were 
soundly rejected .  

Claims Handling 
Philosophy 

As an organization owned by our 
members, the MIABC has the unique 
ability to fashion corporate policies 
and practices that accord with the 
values and interests of our members . 
This includes our claims handling 
philosophy .

The MIABC is committed to resolving 
our members’ claims on a principled 
basis; we do not pay nuisance 

Claims Opened and Closed Per Calendar Year
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 Opened     Closed

settlements and will only make an 
indemnity payment where we have 
identified a liability exposure . In that 
case, we endeavor to resolve the claim 
in accordance with the amount of risk 
exposure .  If our investigations indicate 
our member does not face liability 
exposure, we will defend the matter 
thoroughly, and to trial if necessary .
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2014 Member Services Highlights

Newly created this year to take 
over the duties of the Risk 

Management Department, the Member 
Services Department provides risk 
management and more . Our mission is 
to contribute to the financial security 
of our members and assist with the 
planning and implementation of local 
government services . We do so by 
assisting our members to identify and 
minimize both liability and property 
risks, and to prevent and manage 
losses . 

List of Risk Management 
and Member Services 

•	 Risk	Management	Advice	and	
Coverage Information by Phone 
and Email

•	 Risk	Management	and	Coverage	
Presentations

•	 Risk	Management	Tidbits	
Newsletter

•	 Your	Company	Newsletter

•	 Board	Highlights	Newsletter

•	 Closed	Claim	File	Review

•	 Additional	Insureds

•	 Associate	Members

•	 Risk	Management	Scholarship

•	 Member	Visits

•	 Casual	Legal	Advice	Program

•	 Loss	Control	Inspections

•	 Risk	Management	Library	Online

•	 Claims	Data	Analysis

•	 Risk	Management	Grants

•	 Brochure	Service

•	 Contract	Review

•	 Website	Development	and	
Management

 

Since inception, the MIABC has striven to be more than just an insurance 
company, offering services to its members that go above and beyond the 
provision of coverage in exchange for a premium . The Member Services 
Department is the team responsible for providing those value-added benefits . 

Newly created this year, 
the Member Services 
Department provides risk 
management and more . 

9



MIABC 2014 ANNUAL REPORT  |  10

Risk Management 
Grants

The number of Risk Management 
Grants issued in 2014

The total dollar value of Risk 
Management Grants issued in 2014

The percentage of members who  
have received a Risk Management 
Grant since 2009

Member Visits  
and Seminars

The number of regional seminars  
the MIABC spoke at in 2014

The number of risk management  
talks  the MIABC gave in 2014

The number of RMS site  
inspections carried out in 2014

Number of Risk Management Grants issued between 2009 and 2014 
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Casual Legal 
Advice Program 

The number of subscribers to the 
Casual Legal Advice Program in 2014

 

The percentage of members who were 
subscribers in 2014

The number of calls received in 2014 

Top 3 subject matters of 
calls in 2014:
1 . Zoning issues

2 . Bylaw enforcement

3 . Parks permits 

185 11511

7

116 395

69%$552,595

90 .4%
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This document is confidential 

 
 
 
March 18, 2015  Ref.  14-283 
 
 
 
To: Mayors and Councillors 
 Chairs and Directors of Regional District Boards 
 Chairs and Directors of Greater Boards 
 
 
 
Greetings to All: 
 
I am pleased to inform you that my office will be releasing two performance audits reports on 
Thursday, March 19. 
 
We will be releasing a performance audit report on the Corporation of Delta under the topic 
“Achieving Value for Money in Operational Procurement.” 
 
We will also be releasing a performance audit report on the City of Rossland, covering part two 
of the audit under the topic “Learnings from Local Government Capital Procurement Projects 
and Asset Management Programs.” 
 
These reports will be posted to the AGLG website www.aglg.ca on Thursday, March 19 at 
10 am.  
 
I always appreciate receiving feedback from local governments on all aspects of the work of our 
office, so I welcome your comments on the reports to be issued tomorrow. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Basia Ruta, CPA, CA 
Auditor General for Local Government 
 
 
pc:  Chief Administrative Officers 
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Invasive species 
Not weeds 

Despite concerns, alien plants are rarely 
troublesome to native ones 
Mar 28th 2015 | From the print edition 
OK. These knotweeds really are weeds 

TO JUDGE by some of the headlines, you might think they were triffids. Even the term employed for them, “invasive”, has pejorative military 
overtones. But do interloping plant species from other lands actually cause environmental damage by outcompeting the locals? 

That was a question Chris Thomas and Georgina Palmer of the University of York, in England, asked themselves. The answer, just 
published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, is that they do not. Where aliens thrive, locals thrive too. Where they 
don’t, neither do the locals. No one, it seems, is being driven towards extinction by introductions. 

Dr Thomas and Dr Palmer drew their data from the Countryside Survey, a study of Britain’s wildlife that is conducted every six or seven 
years. They were able both to track the changes that happened between 1990 and 2007 at 479 sites around Britain, looking for evidence of 
introduced species outcompeting native ones, and to examine the effect of newcomers over much longer periods of time. 

What counts as native and what as foreign is not as clear-cut as it might be. The two researchers actually recognised three categories. True 
natives were those present from time immemorial. In practice, most of these would have arrived after the end of the last ice age, since before 
that the small part of Britain not buried under glaciers would have been tundra. Then, there were archaeophytes. These were known 
introductions that happened before 1500—that is before plants started arriving from the New World. Neophytes, by contrast, were introduced 
after 1500. 

There was no suggestion of the newcomers running amok. Though almost a fifth of species recorded by the survey of 2007 were aliens, all 
50 of the most widespread species were native. Even extending the count as far as 100 introduced only seven outsiders (four archaeophytes 
and three neophytes). In terms of area covered rather than geographical range aliens did a bit better. Even so, only 11 of the 100 most 
abundant species, counted this way, were alien. And, though there were changes between 1990 and 2007 in the abundance of many 
species, natives were as likely as either archaeophytes or neophytes to increase or to decrease. 

The upshot, Dr Thomas and Dr Palmer suggest, is that British members of the vegetable kingdom are more than capable of holding their 
own against newcomers—whether those newcomers have been around for several centuries or are more recent immigrants. This does not, 
they observe, mean that all introduced species are without problems. Japanese knotweed, for example, is immensely destructive of the 
foundations of buildings. But buildings are not plants. And, if inconvenience to human beings is the criterion, some natives are just as bad. 
Ragwort, for instance, is toxic to horses and tends to grow in pastureland of the sort used to graze them. 

The situation is different for invasive animals. There is no doubt that the introduction into Britain of North American grey squirrels was bad for 
the native red variety, which is extinct in all but a handful of places. And, farther afield, the introduction of rats, cats and pigs onto small 
islands has often had a disastrous effect on local fauna. But plants seem benign. In this context, Dr Thomas and Dr Palmer think it odd that 
only 820 of the species listed in the Global Invasive Species Database (a register kept by the International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature) are animals, whereas 3,163 are plants. Their research, albeit drawn from one smallish country, suggests the database’s threatening-
plant list could do with pruning. 

Some conservationists object to introduced species just because they are alien. Their view seems to be that the way things are today (or, 
more accurately, were in some prelapsarian moment in the recent but pre-industrial past) represents a “natural” state of affairs, deviations 
from which are to be regretted. But given the continual flux of nature even without human intervention, stasis is probably as unnatural as the 
modern reality of introductions from afar. And if those introductions are increasing biodiversity, what’s not to like? 

From the print edition: Science and technology  
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Island-wide solid waste solution to get Strathcona input 
• by  Kristen Douglas - Campbell River Mirror 

• posted Mar 19, 2015 at 2:00 PM 

The Association of Vancouver Island and Coastal Communities (AVICC) wants to form a committee to address the challenges that Island 

communities are facing surrounding solid waste. 

During a workshop in Nanaimo last September, representatives from nine regional districts identified problems such as an inability to 

locate waste disposal sites and control waste flows,  difficulty with implementing diversion strategies to cut down on waste, and 

transportation and disposal security issues. 

The AVICC is asking all of its member regional districts to nominate one director and one alternate to sit on the committee which it hopes 

to form by May 1. 

The Comox Strathcona Solid Waste committee nominated Campbell River Director Larry Samson – with Tahsis Director Jude Schooner 

as the alternate – to represent the Strathcona Regional District and Director Rod Nichol, with Director Roger Kishi as alternate, as the 

representatives from the Comox Valley Regional District. 

But at last week’s March 11 Strathcona Regional District meeting, Campbell River Director Charlie Cornfield was hesitant to go ahead 

with Samson’s nomination. 

“I don’t know what the rush is,” Cornfield said. “I wanted to have some more discussion about the solid waste issues. We haven’t had a 

chance to sit down and discuss what’s important to us. And if they’re going to represent us, what’s their philosophy on solid waste?” 

But Area C Director and chair of the board, Jim Abram, told Cornfield that the Comox Strathcona Solid Waste board was meeting the 

next day and a representative from both the Strathcona and Comox Valley regional districts would need to be approved at that meeting. 

Cornfield wanted to defer the issue until more information was available. 

“I would like to see a report on how we’re going to pay for this, because I’m assuming we’d have to pay for the costs involved,” Cornfield 

said. 

In a letter from AVICC president Barbara Price it states that two of the considerations of the committee would be “that each board will 

agree to cover the travel for its representatives to attend in-person meetings” and “that each board would agree that they would be willing 

to share the costs based on a fair cost-sharing formula to be established through discussion with the CAOs and approved by the 

committee.” 

If there is enough interest by all nine regional districts, the committee would be formed after this year’s AVICC convention which takes 

place April 10-12 in Courtenay. 

At that convention, the City of Campbell River, with an endorsement from the Strathcona Regional District, plans to bring forward a 

resolution to have the AVICC conduct an assessment on the feasibility of a Vancouver Island-wide solid waste function. 

Council has said it recognizes that regional districts on the Island are struggling with the financial implications of dealing with solid waste 

and wants to explore the possibility of reducing costs if local governments tackle the issue together and provide a joint service. 

 

13

http://www.campbellrivermirror.com/staff_profiles/114231794.html


Historic steam locomotive on the move 
Posted date: March 11, 2015in: News 

 

The ‘CANFOR’ steam locomotive – the ‘112’ that has been sitting out in the weather for the last 45 years – will be moved this 
week from Port McNeill to it’s new home in Port Alberni. 
“Nickel Brothers”, the company that specializes in heavy moving, will be transferring the engine on to a lowbed today and will 
begin the transfer down-Island on Wednesday. The authorities have stipulated that the ‘Oversize Load” may only be moved at 
night, when traffic is lightest. 
The move has been made possible, thanks to a donation from the B.C. Railroad Historical Association to the Western Vancouver 
Island Industrial Heritage Society, who will be covering the balance of the cost.  
Neither the City of Port Alberni nor the Alberni Valley Museum are involved in the operation.  
If all goes well, the ‘112’ will arrive in Port Alberni by Thursday morning. It is to be transferred on to the railroad tracks by the 
Alberni Pacific Roundhouse on Friday, starting around 8 a.m.  

Source: Western Vancouver Island Industrial Heritage Society 
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March 5, 2015
Rf 16476

Greg Fletcher MAR I I 2U
Administrator
Regional District of Mount Waddington
P0 Box 729 2044 McNeiiI Road
Port McNeil!, BC VON 2R0

Dear Greg

Thank you for your fetter dated January 22, 2015 and package of materials regarding
Mount Waddington Wheelchair Accessible Transportation Outside of the Region.

I have reviewed the request with our Finance portfolio, and it will be examined at the same
time as other strategic priorities for the 2015/16 budget year.

You may expect to hear from Island Health on this issue in May 2015.

Yours truly,

Joe Murphy
Vice President
Operations & Support Services

Executve Off ices
L.ocadat 210! Rchni.ond goad Hvictoria, BC VR 118 Canada 25O-37O-899 ax: 2G-37O8SO

-; no- 8C 1:-sZarsci
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Cormorant Island Healthy Community Committee 

Box 4, Alert Bay, BC, V0N1A0 

 

         April 6, 2015 

 To:  Regional District of Mt. Waddington  

The Cormorant Island Healthy Community Committee is made up of representatives of the 
Namgis first Nation’s Council, the Alert Bay Village Council, and interested representatives of 
the health and social services sectors.  We have been serving the Community  since 2008.  

The Cormorant Island Healthy Community Committee wishes to support the Grant Proposal for 
a second Lift Van.  As you know the first Van was a gift from the Citizens of Cormorant Island 
and Malcolm Island.  We have benefited from having the Van for our seniors\Elders and 
Handicapped residents over the years.  We are also very aware of the transportation Needs of 
our Region. 

Please use this Letter to support your grant application for the VTN and all the positively fine 
work of the volunteers.  We are also a voluntary Committee that supports the improvements to 
health on our island; and understand the difficulty getting funding for needed Projects. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sandra Waarne ,Recording Secretary  

Cormorant Island Healthy Communities Committee 
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Claire Trevena, MLA
(North Island)
Victoria Office:
Parliament Buildings
Victoria BC VSV 1X4

Community Office:
908 Island Highway
Campbell River BC vgw 2C3
Telephone: 250 287-5100
Facsimile:  250 287-5105
Toll-Free: 1 866 387-5100

Province of
British Columbia

Legislative Assembly

Claire Trevena, MLA
(North Island)

1st April 2015

Regional District of Mount Waddington
PO Box 729
Port McNeill, BC
V0N 2R0

To Whom It May Concern,

I would like to support the Regional District of Mount Waddington's grant application to
the Strategic Priorities Fund.

The Regional District would use this grant to purchase an additional lift-van to support
the Volunteer Transportation Network's expansion of the services it provides.

This lift-van would offer the much needed support to residents from the Mount
Waddington area who need to travel to doctors, medical and other specialists'
appointments both within the region and out-of-region.

I am happy to put my support behind this application.

Claire Trevena, MLA
North Island
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Mount Waddington Health Network 

PO Box 729 2044 McNeill Road, Port McNeill, BC V0N 2R0 
 

 
 
April 10, 2015 
 
 
 
Strategic Priorities Fund Lift-Van 
 
RE:   LETTER OF SUPPORT 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern 
 
We the Mount Waddington Health Network are acutely aware of the need to increase 
wheelchair accessible transportation to locally based medical services and other health 
related appointments, as well as to those only available outside of our Mount Waddington 
Region. 
 
The Volunteer Transportation Network (which is part of the regional transit system, operated 
by North Island Community Services Society) currently offers some lift-van access to local 
medical appointments but does not have the capacity to expand without the addition of a 
second lift-van.  Demand for service has increased substantially over this past year as 
documented by the regional transportation committee.  The VTN offers a cost effective 
service utilizing trained volunteer drivers. 
 
Our organization supports the Regional District of Mount Waddington's application to the 
Strategic Priorities Fund for a lift-van to augment the VTN. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Alyson Hagan-Johnson 
Co-Chair 
Mount Waddington Health Network 
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www.alertbay.ca

Phone: 250-974-5213

Fax: 250-974-5470

offlceclerk@alerthay.ca

Office Hours —

M-F 0900-I 7001-I

NO ICBC I-2PM

SERVICE

CONTACTS

Public Works &

After Hours Emergencies

250-974-7091

Animal Control

250-974-4 88

Recycling

250-974-42 6

Boat Harbour

250-974-5727

Community Hall

250-974-2649

Fire Hall

We are pleased to announce that Vancity Cred
it Umon will establish a branch on
Cormorant Island later this year. Vancity will
offer residents a full suite of banking services,
including cash withdrawal and deposit, bill
payments, mortgage and loan services, credit
card services, investments and financial
planning and business banking services.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was
signed February 25 at 12:30pm among Vancity,
the Namgis First Nation and the Village of
Alert Bay. The MOU supports the principles of
community sustainability and asks residents and
businesses to support on-island banking
services by signing up your accounts. We look
forward to sharing the exciting details of this
transition as they become available.

We wish to thank the steering committee, the
financial expertise of Headwater Capital
Consulting and the business support of IVM
Business Solutions for their hard work and
dedication in leading this initiative.

This announcement comes at a pivotal point
as the joint Tides of Change Economic
Development Strategy is nearing completion.
A financial institution is critical in developing
a strong, sustainable local economy and
Vancitys dedication to these ideals makes
for a strong partnership. Welcome to
Cormorant Island Vancity!

Should you have any questions about this
announcement or want a copy of the job
posting. please contact Heather Nelson-Smith
at the Alert Bay Village Office (250)-974-52 I 3.

Debra Hanuse, Namgis First Nation and
Michael Berry. Village of Alert Bay

Photo credit T. Alfred. Above: Mayor Michael Berry,
Vancity CEO Tamara Vrooman and Chief Debra
Hanuse sign the Memorandum of Understanding

5 Maple Road

Bag Servce 2800. VON I AO

.Job.si (1?’aIkIble (It iew • 11cr!Bn, I T11#C4Iy brwm’ch

250-974-5332

Visitor Centre

250-974-5024

Campground

250-974-7028
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TAX CLINIC
Free tax clinic at
the Village Office
Council Chambers
3-5pm March 22.
if you are a low-
income earner you
may be eligible for
a free tax return,
Stop by the Village
Office to find out
what papers you
will need to bring.

TREASURES?
The spring Treasure
Market is Sunday
March 29, l4pm.
Sign up for your
table at the Village
Office, only S lOt
Baked goods, used
items and crafts?
Hope to see you
there?

SEED SWAP
If, for some reason,
you are not attend
ing the Treasure
Market, there is a
seed swap at the
Port Mclielll Lions
Hall, l-3pm Mar. 29

ARCHERY?
Call Dorothy
Svanvik or Jamie
Hunt to register for
a youth archery
camp March 16-Il?

HELP THE
ECHO?
Send your photos,
articles, comments
and poems to
apritchard
(aalertbay.ca.

cCOOlC DEVELOPMENT ET*ATEV

P]E
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Third Crossing Society
1A 7624 Duncan Street. Powell Rive B.C V8A 512

info@thirdcrossinq.com

L wwwthWdcrossnq.com

0

MAR 23 2015
March 17,2015

Chair David Rushton and Board,
Regional District of Mount Waddington,
Box 729,
Port McNeil, BC VON 2R0

Dear Chair Rushton and Board:

We are a small group of individuals promoting a highway link between northern Vancouver Island and the
Central Interior. We request a letter of support in principle for this Province-building initiative.

To betteracquaint you with our proposal, I’ve enclosed a copy of our submission to BCon the Move, and refer
you to www.thirdcrossingpcietv.eotn for further details.

To summarize, this highway would connect the North Island with Highway 99 near Squamish, by way of the
Comox / Powell River ferry. We see it as a mid-province economic con-idorthat would benefit the relatively
isolated communities of the North Island and all regions north of the Lower Mainland.

From a Mount Waddington point olview, it would offer Islanders driving to the Interior an alternative to the
Coquihalla and TransCanada, allowing them to avoid the Lower Mainland. Similarly. it would offer the rest of
the Province, and the countiy, a new way to reach the Island, and atflct tourists with two additional cirele mutes.

Our proposed highway follows logging roads out of Squamish and Powell River which now stretch toward each
other but don’t quite touch, These roads would have to be upgraded to Provincial standard and connected by
about 42 kilometres of new pavement, including a tunnel of 3.2 kilometres, By our reckoning, this could all be
accomplished for between $500- and $600-million, a modest outlay as such projects go.

Our proposal is well reseathed — we have done our homework. To date we have formal support in principle of
two municipalities (Powell River and Comox.); th.ree regional districts (Alberni Clayoquot. Squamish Li.llooet and
Powell River); two Chambers of Commerce. (Pemberton and Powell River); one First Nation (Sliammon) and
several other organizations.

This letter launches our campaign to make all regions across cenftal British Columbia aware of this initiative.
I will call your office in the near futu.re in order to answer any questkns you imy have.

Thank you for your time mid consideration,

Yours

A

(aibancci

President
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For+ Alice /“-.
Gateway to the Wild West Coast 115 Mane D,ie 2SG-2--9’

2 WWfl

1Ot7i• Di.sd iMarch 16. 2015

Joe Natale. President and CEO
Telus Coipdration
25 YorkrStrecL Floor 30
Toroiito ON
MBIDV5

/
- Dear Mr. \atale:

The Village of Port Alice &tronly supports MIA Clan-c Treenas request for Telus to addressthe serious gaps in cell service in and around Northern Vancouver island.
There is a 235 kilometer service gap along !-Iighwav 19 het’ cen CamphcH Ri’ Cr and Pm Hard’and an additional 30 kilometers along Highsay 30 into Port Alice which is completely withoutcell service. There have been several incidents along these highways where lives were lost andserious injuries incurred due to the inability oltravelers to call for help.

We hope that Telus understands the importance of communication Infrastructure thr NorthernVancouver Island residents, visitors md the commercial tr.usport sector and 11 make e\ereflort to impro e scnicetcve1s within this region.

Sincerely.

—

Y-——-4.
TLccrjr-3thi Allen

CC: MLA Claire Trevena
1-Ion Amrik \‘irk. Ministry ofTcchnologv. Innovat on and Citizens Sen icesMayor Berry. \ llagc of Alert Bay
Maurl1nger, Village of Gold River
Ma’or Rood. District of Port Hardy
Maor Ackland. [own of Port McNerll
2a’or Schooner. Village ofTahsis
chair Rushton. \lounz Waddington Regional Distrii
C1air Abram. Stratheona Regional District
George Hevinan ML\ Vancouver Fairview and opposition spokesperson
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Town ofPort McNeEII 44
Pin tlc\/114 B ( ‘V\ 21W

Ii

h/f: 353Q-:Ij i2320-2G• Arero

March 17; 2014

RAR 24 1Ob
Reaioral DstrHct c Mourt Waddo*cr
A Greg etcher AdfvHstratOr
Box 729

o-’ MNet BC VZ 1R0

Dear Mr. fletcher:

Re: Arena Scoreboard Replacement

Counc recevea yocr request tar support of one th’d of e cost to rCQQCC the arera
coreLcord. Counó. made the ocw;<:a eSOu-tDfl ofl MG’aOy n sucnc’t ot your
request:

080/2015 — Moved, seconded and CARRtED that the request from the Regiona Dsthct
of Mount Waddngton to contribute ore Hrd of the cost of the Arena
Scoebcord estimated to cct $&25112 be gron!ed.

Peas nvcoe the lcr: of Port McNo one hrd of he

Yours tiuly

r
Atvins

u’zvzvpnr’nt;nettl
27
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EXECUTIVE bIRECTOPS REPORT

We at UICS maintain a long standing reputation as an outstanding Employee and Family Assistance
Program (EFAP). With clients from the Comox Valley to Port Hardy. we see this reputation reflected in our
client quality assurance surveys, and from managers who offer us testimonials of the work we have provided
to them and the comments they receive from employees.

Clearly, the quantitative data (statistics) we collect monthly also reflects how important our services have become and how
vital the information link between the employer and employee has become in determining utilization, In 2014, our clinical team
saw 9% more clients than in 2013. Of the total clients seen, 57% were employees and 37% were family It appears that
workers and their families are using our services and they are finding out about us 41% of the time through their employer,
32% of the time through EFAP Information at work, and 22% from other family members.

For me, the real usefulness of our service always comes back to how employees and their family members view our services.
Quality assurance surveys are given to clients after several visits. I review these surveys and am amazed at the number of
comments on how much they appreciate the service, how informed and knowledgeable the counsellors are, and the level of
professionalism we have. They are also forthcoming in giving us suggestions about how we can improve. These surveys tell
me how clients are actually receiving the service and where, if any, our clinical and intake teams need to make changes. This
information is invaluable to our team as a whole, and I am grateful to clients for their feedback.

This year, we a delivered a special format to our general EFAP training. We offered a half day training for EFAP employee
reps and a half day training for managers. Twenty-four EFAP reps and 26 managers from a variety of our member companies
participated. The feedback was overwhelmingly positive. Kelsi prepared and facilitated the two workshops on the same day.
This was one of our highlights for the year.

We had a change to our counselling team this year. saying goodbye to Danielle Lambrecht, who was working in our Comox
office, and welcoming Graham Walker. Graham is counselling in our Campbell River and Port McNeilI offices. He has a
Master’s degree in Counselling Psychology and is registered as a Clinical Counsellor in BC. It is a pleasure to have him on
staff. I now provide counselling in Comox as well as Campbell River.

Finally, I would like to thank the staff for their commitment and dedication to this organization and to our clients. I would also
like to thank Board of Directors and specifically Dave Lovely for his support and thoughtfulness when I was transitioning to
work following a medical leave. I extend my deepest appreciation to staff. Board, and clients for your understanding and
support through this time.

I look forward to 2015, to continuing the positive relationships we have with our current member companies, and to welcoming
new members through our outreach endeavours.

Garth Greatheart. MSW, RSW
Executive Director

Reasons for coming to UICS

Addictions 4% VALUES
Adult Relationships

, J 28% STATEMENT
Anxiety We value wellness.
Critical IncidentlTrauma

1 9% We believe that theDepress4on
EFAP/ARS model is the best

ErnoticnallPsychclogical
way to support wellness in

F!nancalILe9al

_________________

9% peoples personal, work and
Gnef

16% community lives
Parenting Issues

We believe that excellenta Work Relationships
service is characterized

3 Other
by

PATHWAY TO UICS • effectiveness,
• efficiency; and
• economy;

52%

28% while ensuring

IU • respect:
3% . confidentiality

• accessibility. ana
• freedom of coce

Epee

CLIENT STATUS

Ret

29



From: Peter Anderson [mailto:anderson@sfu.ca]  
Sent: March-10-15 9:08 AM 
To: Gloria Le Gal; Greg Fletcher 
Subject: Communications Coverage 
 
Hi Gloria and Greg 
 
I have attached some maps illustrating communications coverage for your area. Actual reception 
may vary according to terrain and other factors. 
 
For radio broadcast coverage - the CRTC has mandated radio, TV, cable TV and satellite TV 
licensees to carry emergency messages - this program will be begin to roll out in the coming 
year. 
 
I'll send along some additional maps soon. 
 
Best wishes 
Peter 
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Vancouver Island North 

Tourism Advisory Committee 
 

Minutes for the Vancouver Island North Tourism Advisory Committee held on Monday March 30, 2015 at the 
Port Hardy Chamber of Commerce, 7250 Market Street, Port Hardy. 
 
Attendance: Chair: Andrew Jones 

Present: Lillian Hunt, Carrie Davis, Steve Emery, Conrad Browne, Andrew Hory, 
Donna Gault, David Mitchell, Roger McDonell, Rick Marcotte, Wendy White 

Regrets: Mike Kelly, Cathy Denham, Graham MacDonald 
RDMW Representative: Pat English 
VINT Representative: Joli White 
Guests: Cheryl Jorgenson, Denise LeGal 

 
Call to order: 

 
The meeting was called to order at 11 AM 

 
1. Acceptance of 
Agenda 
 
 
2015-04 

 
 
Item 8. Awareness & Desirability Survey Results was removed from the agenda, results 
had not yet been received 
 
It was moved and seconded that the agenda be accepted with revision. 

CARRIED  
 
2. Introductions 

 
Round table introductions were conducted 
Welcome to new member Wendy White, representing the Village of Alert Bay 

 
3. Acceptance of 
VINTAC Meeting 
Minutes Jan19/15 
 
2015-05 

 
 
 
It was moved and seconded that the VINTAC meeting minutes of January 19, 2015 
be accepted as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
4. Business from 
the last meeting 

 
 
Recommendation of Andrew Jones as Chair and Donna Gault as Vice Chair accepted 
by the RDMW Board 

CTF availability survey conducted, March 31 set as workshop date 

Any members who have not signed the VINTAC Code of Conduct, please return a 
completed form 

 
5. Marketing 
Update 

 
 
VIN Map 
 Sales closed February 9 
 Sales for last edition $9,219 with 24 advertisers 
 Sales for 2015 edition $12,920 with 33 advertisers 
 $3,701 in additional sales for current edition, with 9 additional advertisers 
 Many design and layout updates 
 Certified distribution from May to October 2015 

Action Item: Joli White 
Add download, view online and mail request form for regional map 
Look into the option of offering ads on online version of the map for advertisers that did 
not take print ads 
Discover Vancouver Island Travel Trade Event 
 Held in Tofino on Feb 26 
 18 receptive tour operators 
 3 VIN stakeholders (Andrew Jones, Mike Willie, Roger McDonell) 
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Action Item: Joli White 
Inquire with Heather at TVI about hosting a Discover Vancouver Island event 

Website Update 
 November to March stats reviewed, good growth over same period last year 
 Users, pageviews and pages per session all increased 
 Bounce rate is down slightly but still high, exploring site speed issues 

Facebook 
 Page likes have increased consistently since January 
 Advertising initiated with available CTO funds, great response for $350 budget 

General Web 
 Changed the format on the Travel Guide page 
 Guide orders generated by our website have grown – in 2014 183 were ordered; 

already in 2015 144 sent 
 We use guide ordering and downloading as a measure of engagement, visitors 

taking the time to order a guide are interested 
 Working on backend updates 
 Working on general content and format updates 
 Stakeholder listings ongoing 

Expedia 
 Lodging partner services representative visited – presented at PH Chamber, met 

with VIN & operators 
 Important for operators to be represented on their system for visitor discovery / 

research – Expedia, Hotels.com, Hotwire, Trivago, and more in network 
Visitor Experience Survey 
 ICET support through Economic Development Readiness Program 
 Survey will be implemented for summer 2015 

 
Announcement 

 
Conrad Browne of k’awat’si Economic Development (KEDC) and Scott Roberts of 
Mizare made the following announcements: 

 The KEDC will be opening a cold storage facility in Port Hardy 
 The KEDC has purchased the Port Hardy Inn and will be redeveloping the 

property into a 4 start destination accommodation property; Scott Roberts of 
Mizare has been contracted to manage the development and start-up of this 
property; Work will begin immediately, however full renovations will not be 
complete for summer 2015 

See www.KEDC.ca for more information 
 Scott Roberts can be contacted at scott.roberts@mizare.com  

 
6. Financial 
Review 

 
 
Document distributed with numbers as of Dec 31, 2014 and Feb 28, 2015 

 These documents are project reports, not financial statements 
 Reminder that there are two sets of books for the project, one that TVI keeps 

with project expenses and revenues from stakeholder sales including admin 
fees, and one that the RDMW keeps will the MRDT revenues 

 Request that TVI and RDWM to work on coordinating project finances 
Action Item: Pat English 
Request a financial report for the RDMW’s VINT project account 

 
7. Municipal & 
RDMW Tourism 
Interview Results 

 
 
 
Mayor & Board Chair 

 Increase across all three quantitative questions 
 Targeted 7.75 for importance of tourism, achieved 7.9 
 Targeted 8.8 for importance of VINT, achieved 8.8 

Council & Board Member 
 Importance of tourism rated 8.1 
 Importance of VINT rated 7.9 
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Comparison 
 Council & Board members rated the tourism industry of higher importance 
 Mayor & Board Chair rated the work of VINT of more importance 

 
 
8. Community 
Tourism 
Foundations 

 
 
 
36 RSVPs 
Good regional representation 
Session will be held tomorrow, Tuesday March 31 in Port McNeill 
Agenda will include background, current state of tourism, future tourism objectives, plan 
development 

 
9. Organizational 
Review 

 
 
Proposal received from Vardo Creative 
Work plan will be established through summer 2015 
A governance workshop has been included as a recommendation 

 
10. VIN Trails 
Strategy 

 
 
Trails have been identified as a regional asset and a regional attraction for residents and 
visitors 
Initial meeting held in March 
Two overriding issues from the session are: development of a comprehensive and 
consistent database; and understanding the tenure issues with each of the trails 

 
11. Season 
Launch 

 
 
The event is planned for Thursday April 30 at the Chilton Regional Arena Image Room 
Presentations will include the Value of Tourism, and introduction to the Visitor Experience 
Survey, and responsible marine wildlife viewing & marketing 
Tourism Social event to follow for stakeholder networking 

 
12. New Business 

 
None 

 
13. Next Meeting 

 
Thursday April 30, 10:30 AM – 12 PM, prior to the Season Launch event at the Chilton 
Regional Arena, Port McNeill, in the Image Room 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1 PM 

 
 
CERTIFIED CORRECT: 
 

    

CHAIR SECRETARY 
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METHODOLOGY & LOGISTICS 
 

Overview 
 This report presents the research findings from an omnibus online panel survey of residents of 

British Columbia conducted by Oraclepoll for Tourism Vancouver Island in March 2015. This is 

a tracking report and compares the results to the baseline survey that established indicators in 

January 2014. 

 

Study Sample 
 BC panellists were recruited randomly by telephone to participate in the study and recruits 

were obtained in a two part process. In the course of our commercial polling we obtain through 

a routine question at the end of each survey the names of those willing to participate in an 

online panel. In addition, we also used a process whereby we randomly call respondents to 

top up or fill our quota if our bank of potential panellists was not sufficient. 
 

Survey Method 
 The survey was conducted using computer-assisted techniques of web interviewing (CAWI).  

 Surveys were conducted between the days of March 3rd and March 9th 2015. 

 

Logistics 
 Email addresses were obtained from respondents and they were sent a link to the survey site 

with a permissive password. If a participant had not completed the survey after 48 hours a 

reminder email was sent. If after 72 hours there was no response we followed up with a 

telephone reminder.   

  As an incentive participants were advised that 10 prize draws were to be held for those 

completing the surveys.  

 

Confidence 
 The margin of error for this 400-person survey report is +/- 4.9%, 19/20 times.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

A map of the Vancouver Island North Region was displayed to online survey participants. They 
were then asked a series of questions starting with if they consider the area to be a place for an 
overnight leisure trip.  
 

 
“Do you think of the Vancouver Island North Region, 
which is shaded in on the map, as a place for…?” 

 

Yes 
2014 

Yes 
2015 

An overnight leisure trip  78% 80% 

 
Nature based tourism such as hiking or kayaking 
 

76% 78% 

 
Cultural tourism experiences such as cultural centers or 
cultural performances  
 

75% 75% 

 
Wildlife viewing experiences such as bear watching or 
whale watching 
 

73% 71% 

 
Eight in ten or 80% of online respondents think of the Vancouver North Region as a place for an 
overnight leisure trip, slightly higher than 78% in 2014. Those most likely to think that it is a 
place for an overnight trip are respondents 35-54 (87%), higher income earners in the over 
$75,000 a year cohort (83%) and males (82%) compared to females (77%). The 80% of 
respondents that thought of the area as a place for an overnight leisure trip were asked 
the remaining survey questions, while it was terminated for those that did not. 

 
A total of 78% of participants that were asked, consider the Region as a place for nature based 
tourism (76% in 2014). They tended to be higher income earners (96% - $75,000+) and in 
younger age categories such as the 18-34 (90%) and 35-54 cohorts (83%) in relation to the 
oldest category of 55+ (68%). 
 
A similar number or 75% in both survey touch points think of the area as a place for cultural 
tourism. While there were no significant variances as a function of income or gender, younger 
respondents (18-34) were less inclined to see the Region as a place for cultural tourism (63%) 
than did those 35-54 (78%) or 55+ (77%). 
  
Slightly fewer or 71% compared to 2014 (73%) that said the Vancouver North Region is a place 
for wildlife viewing. Those most inclined to say it is a place for wildlife viewing were 18-34 year 
olds (84%), those earning under $50,000 per annum (86%) and males (77%) compared to 
females (66%). 

  4
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The 80% of respondents claiming that the Vancouver North Region is a place for overnight trips 
were then asked to rate the desirability of the area. 
 

 

 
“Using a scale from 1 being not at all desirable 

to 5 being very desirable please rate how 
desirable you consider the Vancouver Island 
North Region, which is shaded in on the map 

to be as a place for ….” 
 

Total   
Desirable 

  
(4-desireable 

& 5-very 
desirable) 

 
2014 

Total   
Desirable 

 
 (4-desireable 

& 5-very 
desirable) 

 
2015 

 
An overnight leisure trip 
 

83% 91% 

 
Nature based tourism such as hiking or kayaking 
 

73% 86% 

 
Wildlife viewing experiences such as bear watching or 
whale watching 

72% 82% 

 
Cultural tourism experience such as cultural centers or 
cultural performances  
 

74% 79% 

  
The highest rated category in terms of desirability (desirable & very desirable) was for the 
Region being a place for overnight leisure trips at 91%, an increase of 8% over 2014. 
 
Next highest scored in terms of being desirable was for the Region being a place for nature 
based tourism by 86% which saw a 13% gain compared to 2014.  
 
Lower but still highly rated as being desirable were for the Region being an area for wildlife 
viewing at 82% (+10% over 2014) and for cultural tourism experiences by 79% (+5% over 
2014). 
 
Higher income earners in the $75,000+ cohort were most likely to rate the Region as desirable 
for all categories, including nature based tourism (97%), an overnight stay (95%), cultural (92%) 
and wildlife tourism (95%). Older respondents 55+ were more inclined to rate the Region as 
desirable for cultural tourism (86%) as did males (83%). Males also had higher ratings for nature 
based tourism (91%) compared to females (80%). 
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Cost Savings Through 
Water Conservation for 
Woss Residents 
 
Fresh water is a valuable 
commodity that is very abundant on 
Northern Vancouver Island.  
Despite this abundance, water like 
all things has a price both fiscally 
and as is becoming more evident 
environmentally.  This pamphlet will 
inform you about the costs 
associated with our water and how 
conservation will reward both the 
environment and you. 
 
It is estimated that the average 
Canadian will flush away 30,000 
litres of drinking water away every 
year through the use of their toilet 
(6 flushes/person/day using a 
common 13-litre toilet).  This 
consumption can often be far larger 
if the toilets being used are older 
models which flush bigger 
reservoirs or if not maintained 
properly so that leaking results. 
 
Some might question why this is a 
problem in land where the mean 
annual rainfall is 3.25 meters!   That 

may be true but once you start 
adding up the cost of getting clean 
safe potable water to where we live 
and work, conservation starts to 
become a meaningful issue.  Before 
that water gets drunk, washed with 
or flushed down the toilet, it needs 
to have the following done to it: 
 

• Pumping the water from the 
ground or a lake. 

• Treating the water where 
necessary to make sure no 
bacteria, dirt or poisonous 
substances reach the tap 
where you get your drinking 
water from. 

• Piping the water from the 
well to your home. 

• Where necessary heating 
the water. 

 
Each one of these steps takes 
money from your pocket needlessly 
when associated with waste.  
Whether you get your water from a 
well or off of a municipal water 
supply, we pay for the energy costs 
and maintenance to run the pumps.  
Last of all, if the water being wasted 
is heated, it contributes to an 

estimated 30% of your hydro bills.  
For something that falls from the 
sky “free”, it can be pretty 
expensive. 
 
In addition Health authorities view 
poor management and wasteful 
usage of water as an indicator of 
greater risk to water safety.  This 
perception could lead to the 
requirement for expensive 
treatment systems including the 
possibility of chlorination. 
 
The Regional District of Mount 
Waddington, as a supplier of water 
to the community of Woss and is 
committed to conserving water and 
saving our clients’ money.  Please 
read the backside of this brochure 
for easy solutions that will save 
water and your money.  If you have 
any questions please contact one of 
the individuals below. 
 
Patrick Donaghy, Operations 
Manager 956-3301 or 
pdonaghy@rdmw.bc.ca 
 
Karl Sinclair, Woss Operator 
KKWOSS@Hotmail.com 
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Your Toilet 
 
Does it leak?  To determine if there is 
a leak in your toilet, pour some dye in 
the tank and wait and see if it shows 
up in the bowl without flushing.  Often 
these leaks can be fixed easily by: 
 

• Adjusting/Replacing the float; 
• Fixing a faulty fill valve; 
• Adjusting, cleaning or replacing 

the flapper. 
 
Your local hardware store can advise 
you how to make these repairs and sell 
you the necessary inexpensive parts.  
A leaky toilet can waste 40 litres an 
hour or 350,000 litres a year (ie. an in-
ground swimming pool). 
 
High Tech Toiletry?  For those 
looking to replace their old wasteful 
toilets, ask your local hardware or 
bathroom specialty store about the 
wide variety of modern water efficient 
toilets currently available. 

Your Shower and Bath 
 
To Shower or Bathe?  The common 
assumption is that a shower uses less 
water than a bath but is this so?  The 
answer depends on how long you 
enjoy being under the shower head, 
ten minutes or more and the bath 
becomes the better conservation 
strategy.  For the vast majority who 
prefer the relaxation of a hot shower 
over a chilly downpour, the greater 
water use is reflected in our hydro bills. 
 
To reduce costs, limit your length of 
shower right?  Actually there is a 
second alternative called a low-flow 
shower head.  These shower heads 
inject air into the water flow which 
allows the pressure to be maintained 
while reducing water consumption by 
up to 65%.  How significant are the 
savings?  The low-flow shower head 
can save 108 litres of water during a 6 
minute shower or 40,000 litres in a 
year! 
 
For more information, talk to your local 
hardware store or bathroom supply 
retailer. 

Your Laundry 
 
Front or Top Load Washing 
Machines?  If you are considering a 
new washing machine, should you go 
with the tried and true conventional top 
loading machine or one of those new 
fangled front loaders?  If you like 
conserving water and reducing your 
hydro bills go with the front loader.  If 
you like renewing your clothes 
frequently with new ones, go with a top 
loader since they tend to wear clothes 
out far quicker! 
 
Humor aside, a front loader washing 
machine uses 45% less water per load 
and will adjust water usage based on 
the load size.  They save money on 
your hydro bill by requiring less hot 
water and their spin-dry function 
removes more water meaning your 
dryer will finish the job far quicker.  The 
comment about new clothes is also 
true.  Without the agitator twisting and 
pulling at your clothes during the wash, 
fabric are not so stressed and rips and 
holes will not occur as often. 
 
More Information?  If you wish to 
learn more about water conservation 
and saving money, contact Patrick 
Donaghy at the Regional District at 
pdonaghy@rdmw.bc.ca. 
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Electoral Area C
Director:

Andrew Hory
(250)949-0627

Coal Harbour LCC:
Dave Schmidt
(250)902-9067

Coal Harbour Community 

Club: Jeanne Alley

(250)949-0575

Coal Harbour Fire 
Dept.:

Andrew Hory
(250)949-0627

Coal Harbour 
Water/Sewer/Garbage
Patrick Donaghy
(250)956-3301

Water/Sewer: Paul Getman

(250)230-0404

April 2015
COAL HARBOUR CONNECTIONS 

Hello residents of Coal Harbour, I am pleased to be 
representing you at the RDMW for another term. Thank 
you for the strong support in the last election. Coal 
Harbour is doing well in many ways at the moment, but 
does also have some challenges. I hope in reading 
through this newsletter you get a sense of where we are 
and what we need. As I am also currently the fire chief I 
especially hope you will read the fire department section 
carefully, and seriously ask yourself if there is a way that 
you can contribute. If you have any questions for me or 
issues about Coal Harbour (or other parts of Area C) 
please call me or email me. It is important to me to 
represent my constituents openly and honestly-I 
appreciate your help in that by coming to me directly 
with your concerns.
Thank you,

Andrew Hory
Regional Director, Area C
ahory@rdmw.bc.ca 250-949-0627

Hello Coal Harbour: This newsletter is somewhat of a 
new thing that I hope we can make a regular event. It’s 
been a quiet winter and one of the nicest I've seen on the 
North Island and Spring is upon us.
The Coal Harbour Local Community Commission 
(CHLCC) is looking for one more volunteer to sit on the 
commission. We are currently short one member and 
anyone looking to get involved should talk to myself 
(250) 902-9067, Andrew Hory (our Area Director) or 
the Regional District. No experience necessary! The 
Commission meets the second Wednesday of every 
month-6:00 p.m at the Coal Harbour School. Meetings 
are open to the public so all residents interested in 
attending are welcome.
That’s it for now- have a great Spring and hope to see 
you out at our next meeting.

Dave Schmidt
CHLCC Chair

Catalina Lookout Point: If you have ventured up the road in the last year or so, you may have noticed the latest installation. Catalina 
Lookout Point, located at the end of Leash Road in Coal Harbour. Thanks to a generous grant by the Regional District of Mount Waddington, 
and further donations from Port Hardy Bull, PG Enterprises and Community Club volunteers, Coal Harbour has a new view, complete with 
picnic table and ramp access to the beach. Thank you CHCC for all your hard work! Jeanne Alley
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2015 GARBAGE/RECYCLING CALENDAR

 

NORTH ISLAND GUIDE TO CURBSIDE RECYCLING  

Scheduled curbside recycling collection occurs in

 

Coal Harbour

 

on alternating Tuesdays (see calendar). 

 This regularly‐scheduled service provides residents with curbside pickup of printed paper and some packaging materials.

 

 Collection providers are unable to pick up residential bins

 

containing materials that are not part of the packaging and 

printed paper recycling program. Please refer to the chart below for more information about available recycling options.

 

 For further information, please connect to the Regional District

 

web site (http://www.rdmw.bc.ca/ ) for

 

updates.

 

Packaging

 

Printed Paper

 

Plastic 

Film  

Metal Paper/ 
Cardboard 

Plastic Polystyrene  Glass 

These Materials must be taken to a 

Recycling Depot

  

 

 

Metal Cans

 

and 

Lids

 

 Aerosol Cans

 

 Spiral Wound 

Cans (Steel 

Ends)

 

 Aluminum Foil 

and Foil 

Containers

 

 

Types 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

 

& 7 

plastic packaging can go in 

the curbside recycling. No 

Type 6 Foam Packaging. 

 Plastic Bottles

 

 Plastic Jars

 

 Plastic Clamshells

 

 Plastic Trays

 

and Tops

 

 Plastic Tubs & Lids

 

 Plastic Drink Cups

 

 Plastic Pails

 

 Plastic Planter Pots

 

and 

Trays

 

 

Corrugated 

Cardboard

 

 Paper Cups

 

 Gable‐top Milk 

Cartons

 

 Aseptic Boxes

 

 Multi‐laminated 

Paper Packaging

 

 Cardboard/ 

Boxboard

 

Boxes

 

 Moulded Pulp

 

Packaging

 

 

Paper Bags

 

 

Newspapers & Inserts

 

 Magazines

 

 Catalogues
 

 Telephone Books  
 General Use Paper  
 Envelopes

  Greeting Cards

  No Books, Foil Gift Wrap, 

Ribbons & Paddeded 

Envelopes

 

Curbside Collection

 

 
Take to Depot

 Curbside Collection

 

 

Foam  
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Knot in Coal Harbour
Regional District plans Knotweed Control Program

BUS SCHEDULES

Starting this summer, the Regional 
District of Mount Waddington (RDMW) is 
planning to manage the increasing 
Knotweed infestat ion within Coal  
Harbour and the Quatsino Reserve area. 
Japanese,  Giant ,  Bohemian and 
Himalayan Knotweed are all alien 
invasive plants that aggressively displace 
native vegetation species and disrupt 
ecosystem functions. They are listed by 
the World Conservation Union as some of 
the wors t  invas ive spec ies.  The 
aggressive root system and rapidly 
growing shoots can damage concrete 
foundations, water/sewer mains and 
transportation infrastructures in addition 
to causing serious environmental harm. 
Knotweed establishes easily along 
streams, roadsides and often where 
garden waste is discarded. It forms thick, 
dense colonies that completely crowds 
out all other plants. Its root systems can 
extend 7 metres away from the plant and 
penetrate 3 metres into the ground, 
making removal by excavation extremely 
difficult. The most effective control for 
knotweed is through the use of herbicides 
which are normally injected directly into 

the stem. Because this plant is so 
aggressive and persistent, it may take 
many years of monitoring and repeated 
treatments to eradicate this pest.
Res iden t s  o f  Coa l  Ha rbou r  a re 
encouraged to learn about the planned 
Kno tweed  managemen t  i n  t he i r 
community by attending an upcoming 
information session that will be hosted by 
the LCC with the time and date to be 
announced.
 Additionally, the RDMW is seeking your 
help to identify Knotweed infested sites 
within Coal Harbour. In the near future, 
you will receive a brochure which will help 
you to identify Knotweed and by filling out 
the questionnaire, you will help inventory 
Knotweed sites. Together, we will find a 
way to control Knotweed in Coal Harbour. 
Please direct all inquiries regarding 
Knotweed management in Coal Harbour 
to knotweed@rdmw.bc.ca. 

For further information about Knotweed, 
its biology, pictures,and control methods, 
p l e a s e  v i s i t   w w w. r d m w. b c . c a ,
w w w . ,  a n d c o a s t a l i s c . c o m
www.knotonmyproperty.com. 

Coming together is a beginning;
Keeping together is progress;
Working together is success
-Henry Ford
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This rare, one-of-a-kind, custom built, only surviving example of the Roberts-
Hornsby “chain track” steam crawler in the world, and grandfather to every track 
vehicle existing today..has found its final home here in Coal Harbour! The 
Hornsby is an important artifact and it is wonderful to see people/groups coming 
together to create a structure that will house this new focal point.  We hope to 
renovate the entire building, creating a historic museum for Coal Harbour. 
Bringing this dream to fruition will create pride and energy in the community; it will
also give a gathering place not only for the remnants
of our past, but for residents and visitors as 
well. With continued support we can make 
this happen. Please contact us if you would
like to work on this project.
We are very grateful to those who have 
already dedicated so much of their time, 
equipment, and money to this very worthwhile
project! A special thanks to Joel Eilertson,
Superior Concrete, DH Timber Towing, PME,
Port Hardy Bulldozing, Rock Pro, PG Ent,
Gerry Traeger, RDMW, and CHCC volunteers!

The Hornsby Steam Tractor

r
 

Coal Harbour Fire Dept.
The Good News: The fire hall renovation is 
largely complete, although there are a few 
odds and ends to do. This renovation was 
funded largely through gas tax money so 
there was no increase of property taxes to 
pay for it. The building should now easily last 
for many more decades and as the truck bays 
are now insulated and structurally re-inforced 
many thousands of dollars in equipment are 
protected from the damp and collapse in the 
case of an earthquake. It is also much 
brighter and easier to work in. The first of two 
roofing stages will also be starting shortly. 
There will be an open house May 13th at 7 
pm for those that would like to see the 
improvements.
The new fire truck is running well and is 
serving the two communities as the first line 
pumper mandated by the Underwriters of 
Canada (UC). It is a great and welcome 
improvement to the CHFD emergency 
response as it increases options and 
capabilities at a scene. The old truck is still in 
service and is still fully stocked with 
emergency equipment to be a back up to the 
main truck in case of any problems, or for 
calls that are outside the service area.
The Challenge: CHFD does not have 
enough members to meet the minimum 
number set by the insurance industry to 
maintain our current fire protection rating-this 
rating is directly tied to fire insurance 
premiums. We currently have nine members-
six short of the minimum of fifteen. Of those 
nine volunteers, two are frequently away, two 
are over the age of sixty; and so are legally 
restricted from some activities, two have 
been serving for over fifteen years, and two 
have a baby under two years old. This means 
that our nine members on paper can 
sometimes actually only be two or three, or 
none, depending on the time of day or year.
We desperately need the people who own 
property and live in Coal Harbour to come out 
and contribute their time-this will ensure 
that the UC do not change our insurance 
rating and consequently triple our house 
insurance-it will ensure that our current 
members don’t burn out from over use and 
under appreciation-and it will ensure that 
when there is a fire or other emergency that 
there are local residents in the community 
that are trained and available to help save 
lives and property. Any one of us might be the 
person who needs help; please come out and 
he lp  Coa l  Ha rbou r.  We  a re  equa l 
opportunity-we take women, men, young and 
old, busy or retired, married or single, if you 
have kids, or dogs, or goldfish-if you like 
mushrooms, modern jazz, or pineapple on 
pizza- we will be glad to welcome you- please 
come out.
F I R E  P R A C T I C E  I S  E V E R Y 
WEDNESDAY AT 7 PM.

If  you don’t already know, the Coal 

Harbour Activity Center, operated by 

vo luntee r s  o f  the  Coa l  Harbour 

Community Club, is rented out for private 

functions such as birthday parties, family 

reunions, and fire/police training courses. 

S tud io  spaces  are  a l so  rented to 

artists/hobbyists at a very low cost on a 

monthly basis (just one space left!) The 

Activity Center is host to a variety of  

events, activities, and programs as well, 

designed for area residents:

Super Fun Saturdays is a time to bring 

the kids and enjoy a game of  ball in the 

gymnasium, build a cardboard castle, or 

engage in a wild game of  Scrabble. First 

Saturdays of  the month from 3-5 p.m. 

Connect with us on Facebook for notices.

Book Club is starting this Spring! 

Connect by Facebook or 250-949-7576.

Literacy Lounge: This program offers 

computer help as well as one-to one 

tutoring for those wishing for help with 

schoolwork, or simply wanting to learn to 

read. Readers and puppeteers wanted for 

reading to children’s groups. 250-949-0575

Community Garden: Greenhouse and 

freshly made raised beds available-rent 

yours by the year. 250-949-0575.

Video & Book Library available on 

event days. Donations to the selection are 

very welcome! Drop off  donations during 

events or Wednesday night at the Fire Hall.

Many residents don’t realize the wonderful 

opportunities available to them at the 

Activity Center. There is a billiards table, 

pool table, and both ping-pong & air 

hockey tables in the games room. The 

Food Safe kitchen is equipped with 7 

moveable work counters, perfect for 

running a cooking class or using as a home 

base for catering. The gym is equipped 

with a sound system, microphones and a 

great little stage.

There are some wonderful programs just 

waiting to get off  the ground. If  you wish 

to contribute your time or talents, please 

don’t hesitate to get in touch. Call 250-949-

0575 for more information or connect 

with us on Facebook (Coal Harbour 

Activity Center).

CHCC meetings are held every few 

months. If  you would like to be notified, 

write to jeannedesign@gmail.com.

A COAL HARBOUR 
ACTIVITY CENTER
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7-MILE LANDFILL MONTHLY TONNAGE SUMMARY FOR MAR 2015
MONTH 3 PROJECTIONS NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED

MATERIALS MANAGED IN THE LANDFILL 
AREA - TONNES

Mar 1 to Mar 
31 (2015)

2015 UP TO 
MAR 31, 2015

PRO-RATED 
ANNUAL 

PROJECTION  

BUDGET ANNUAL 
PROJECTION

VARIANCE % WASTE 
STREAM 

LANDFILL 513.30 1493.01 5972 7000 -14.7% 0%

FEE EXEMPT PUBLIC CLEANUP (ACCOUNTED IN 
LANDFILL TONNAGE) 1.53 2.90 12 100 -88.4% 0.0%

RECYCLABLES AND STEWARDSHIP MATERIALS 
DIVERTED AT LANDFILL FACE 0.00 4.78 19 50 -61.8% 0.0%

WOODWASTE DIVERTED AT LANDFILL FACE 2.32 16.06 64 200 -67.9% 0.0%

METAL DIVERTED AT LANDFILL FACE 2.67 10.99 43.96 50 -12.1%

COMPOSTABLE MATERIALS 150.63 393.42 1574 1100 43.1% 0%

TOTAL 670.45 1921 7685 8500 -9.6% 0%

MATERIALS DIVERTED FROM THE LANDFILL - TONNES

OUTBOUND METAL 0.00 0.00 0 150 -100.0% 0%

SALVAGED MATERIALS 0.00 0.00 0 5 -100.0% 0%

CREOSOTE LOGS 0.00 0.00 0 5 -100.0% 0%

PAPER/WAX CARDBOARD - COMPOSTABLE 8.75 8.75 35 250 -86.0% 0%

WOODWASTE FOR CHIPPING AT $25/TONNE 40.72 93.03 372 500 -25.6% 0%

RECYCLED MATERIALS 24.36 68.41 274 700 -60.9% 0%

TOTAL DIVERTED 73.83 170 681 1610 -57.7% 0%

OTHER MATERIALS: ADDITIONAL TO 
LANDFILL - TONNES

Mar 1 to Mar 
31 (2015)

2015 UP TO 
MAR 31, 2015

ANNUAL 
PROJECTION     
PRO-RATED 

FROM ACTUALS

BUDGET 
PROJECTION

VARIANCE % WASTE 
STREAM

ASPHALT SHINGLES 5.33 7.50 30 75 -60.0% 0%

SOIL FOR REMEDIATION 2948426.57 2948426.57 11793706 100 11793606.3% 100%

SOIL FOR DIRECT DEPOSIT 0.00 0.00 0 100 -100.0% 0%

TOTAL IMPORTED FILL/WOOD 2948431.90 2948434 11793736 275 4288531.4% 100%

TOTAL WASTE STREAM 2949176.18 2950525.42 11802101.68 10385.00 113545.7% 48



MOUNT WADDINGTON TRANSIT REVENUE

L:\Transit\Reports and Statistics\Revenue-Ridership Trends.xls
10/04/2015

Prepared by: LP

Average Monthly Revenue 2013 2014 2015
$6,105.06 $5,622.81 $5,173.28

2015

$5,787.92 

$7,135.44 

$5,972.36 

$7,411.42 

$6,305.75 $5,958.03 $5,900.36 $5,937.56 

$6,536.15 

$5,475.80 

$5,466.90 

$5,373.00 
$5,987.86 

$5,360.57 

$6,046.61 

$5,733.06 

$4,569.82 

$5,565.49 
$5,463.46 

$5,787.92 

$6,491.94 

$5,558.10 $5,623.82 

$5,285.10 

$4,712.94 
$5,292.47 

$5,514.42 

$0.00

$1,000.00

$2,000.00

$3,000.00

$4,000.00

$5,000.00

$6,000.00

$7,000.00

$8,000.00
Monthly Revenue Year to Year 2013 - 2015 

2013 2014 2015
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MOUNT WADDINGTON TRANSIT REVENUE

L:\Transit\Reports and Statistics\Revenue-Ridership Trends.xls
10/04/2015

Prepared by: LP

Revenue Source Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
Farebox $2,458.69 $2,956.72 $2,943.92 $8,359.33
Ticket Sales $614.25 $767.25 $981.00 $2,362.50
Pass Sales $918.00 $787.50 $808.50 $2,514.00
BC Bus Passes $722.00 $781.00 $781.00 $2,284.00
Total $4,712.94 $5,292.47 $5,514.42 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $15,519.83

estimate

2014
Revenue Source Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
Farebox $2,974.61 $2,446.07 $3,583.36 $2,929.31 $2,470.57 $2,964.74 $3,240.46 $3,744.17 $3,413.94 $2,967.85 $2,712.32 $2,871.35 $36,318.75
Ticket Sales $1,191.25 $1,197.50 $1,008.25 $1,138.75 $791.25 $584.75 $652.50 $591.25 $981.50 $651.75 $974.00 $668.75 $10,431.50
Pass Sales $1,135.00 $850.00 $485.00 $720.00 $410.00 $850.00 $620.50 $487.50 $1,142.50 $1,017.50 $1,022.50 $830.00 $9,570.50
BC Bus Passes $687.00 $867.00 $970.00 $945.00 $898.00 $1,166.00 $950.00 $965.00 $954.00 $921.00 $915.00 $915.00 $11,153.00
Total $5,987.86 $5,360.57 $6,046.61 $5,733.06 $4,569.82 $5,565.49 $5,463.46 $5,787.92 $6,491.94 $5,558.10 $5,623.82 $5,285.10 $67,473.75

2013
Revenue Source Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
Farebox $2,881.17 $4,397.69 $3,391.61 $4,308.17 $3,527.75 $3,452.53 $3,857.86 $3,662.06 $3,169.65 $2,958.55 $2,954.15 $3,044.00 $41,605.19
Ticket Sales $833.75 $708.75 $858.75 $861.25 $460.00 $702.50 $512.50 $712.50 $1,317.50 $891.25 $743.75 $590.00 $9,192.50
Pass Sales $1,305.00 $1,230.00 $890.00 $1,380.00 $1,470.00 $920.00 $585.00 $630.00 $1,145.00 $730.00 $900.00 $725.00 $11,910.00
BC Bus Passes $768.00 $799.00 $832.00 $862.00 $848.00 $883.00 $945.00 $933.00 $904.00 $896.00 $869.00 $1,014.00 $10,553.00
Total $5,787.92 $7,135.44 $5,972.36 $7,411.42 $6,305.75 $5,958.03 $5,900.36 $5,937.56 $6,536.15 $5,475.80 $5,466.90 $5,373.00 $73,260.69
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MOUNT WADDINGTON TRANSIT - RIDERSHIP TRENDS

L:\Transit\Reports and Statistics\Revenue-Ridership Trends.xls
10/04/2015

Prepared by: LP

Average Passengers per Month: 2013 2014 2015
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MOUNT WADDINGTON TRANSIT - RIDERSHIP TRENDS

L:\Transit\Reports and Statistics\Revenue-Ridership Trends.xls
10/04/2015

Prepared by: LP

2015 January February March April May June July August September October November December Route Total
Route 1 to Port McNeill 361 438 413 1212
Route 1 Saturdays 4 5 6 15
Route 2 to Port Hardy 347 366 390 1103
Route 2 Saturdays 6 8 3 17
Route 4-Ft Rupert 234 262 259 755
Route 5-Coal Harbour 720 752 819 2291
Route 6-Woss/Mount Cain 2 0 0 2
Route 11-PH Local 184 201 172 557
Route 12-PM Local 154 117 135 406
HandyDART-PH 4 2 8 14
HandyDART-PM 0 0 0 0
2014 Monthly Total 2016 2151 2205 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6372

Mt Cain ClosedMt Cain Closed Mt Cain Closed

2014 January February March April May June July August September October November December Route Total
Route 1 to Port McNeill 540 416 497 502 412 468 478 472 473 458 397 394 5507
Route 1 Saturdays 2 5 15 21 7 20 13 22 41 5 18 7 176
Route 2 to Port Hardy 560 431 506 515 446 476 397 463 462 431 409 430 5526
Route 2 Saturdays 5 8 12 22 18 15 15 23 26 13 16 5 178
Route 4-Ft Rupert 439 292 383 419 313 295 330 323 347 291 267 261 3960
Route 5-Coal Harbour 534 401 460 483 496 570 604 561 757 807 723 788 7184
Route 6-Woss/Mount Cain 0 0 25 0 25
Route 11-PH Local 282 195 201 224 206 195 201 223 261 223 199 233 2643
Route 12-PM Local 124 129 188 148 132 167 125 119 144 158 155 137 1726
HandyDART-PH 6 4 7 8 10 11 9 12 8 3 6 4 88
HandyDART-PM 0 1 1 0 0 1 3 0 1 0 1 0 8
2014 Monthly Total 2492 1882 2295 2342 2040 2218 2175 2218 2520 2389 2191 2259 27021

Mt Cain Closed Mt Cain Closed

2013 January February March April May June July August September October November December Route Total
Route 1 to Port McNeill 571 512 560 596 574 582 558 527 538 514 531 462 6525
Route 1 Saturdays 18 13 14 8 7 18 17 19 8 11 26 11 170
Route 2 to Port Hardy 628 519 535 650 556 612 494 479 537 575 580 485 6650
Route 2 Saturdays 6 6 10 15 20 20 24 9 16 21 27 9 183
Route 4-Ft Rupert 287 290 320 432 358 330 304 313 439 397 403 347 4220
Route 5-Coal Harbour 691 726 697 883 808 646 631 513 467 565 484 504 7615
Route 6-Woss/Mount Cain 93 75 64 0 232
Route 11-PH Local 205 168 150 197 168 128 125 129 188 181 237 222 2098
Route 12-PM Local 106 109 141 143 142 119 122 116 120 146 117 110 1491
HandyDART-PH 3 0 0 0 0 1 1 4 3 1 2 2 17
HandyDART-PM 1 0 0 0 2 1 1 2 2 0 4 2 15
2013 Monthly Total 2609 2418 2491 2924 2635 2457 2277 2111 2318 2411 2411 2154 29216

Mt Cain Closed
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Date: March 20, 2015          RDMW File No.: 2015003 
                     

Agencies: BC Ministry of Forests, Lands & Natural 
Resource Operations; Fisheries & Oceans Canada; 
Transport Canada  

Agency File Nos.: 1407822 & 1414341 

Electoral Area: A Electoral Area Director: Heidi Soltau 
Applicant’s Name: Marine Harvest Applicant’s Location: Campbell River 
Tenure Type: Finfish Aquaculture & Accessory 
Accommodations 

Tenure Duration: 20 years  

Location: Robertson Island Area: 149 & 4.5 hectares 
 
 
Recommendations 
The proposed finfish aquaculture and secondary staff accommodation and feed storage sites at Robertson Island do 
not conflict with the policies and bylaws of the Regional District provided that the below-noted recommendations are 
considered. 

1. Particular care should be given during the development and operation of the two sites to ensure that Rockfish 
Conservation Area 12 and rockfish habitat are not negatively impacted.   
 

2. The location of the proposed accessory site on the east side of Robertson Island features well sheltered 
terrain offering good protection for marine traffic in both easterly and westerly wind conditions. The 
establishment of this site should ensure that the impact on key anchorage locations is minimal and that 
emergency moorage will be available at the site for boats seeking shelter in extreme weather conditions. 
 

3. The applicants should make a commitment to hire locally based employees and adopt a policy for preferential 
consideration of local service and supply providers. 

 
4. Regional District endorsements support the establishment of coordinated area production planning as a key 

adaptive strategy for managing finfish aquaculture approval process in all coastal areas of RDMW.  
 
The Regional District does not support the application of farm status exemption to marine finfish aquaculture 
operations in BC as it translates to minimal contributions to local taxation pool when compared to other commercial, 
residential or industrial uses of Crown land. 
 
 
Background 
The Regional District of Mount Waddington (RDMW) received a referral from FrontCounterBC on behalf of the BC 
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations (MFLNRO), Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) and 
Transport Canada (TC) regarding the expansion of an existing finfish aquaculture license area and addition of a new 
license area in and around Robertson Island, Richards Channel, along the northern coast of the Queen Charlotte Strait 
(Figures 1 & 2). Richards Channel is largely defined by a rocky shoreline. Coastal and nearshore rocky reefs provide 
the complex seafloor that is important for commercial ground fish, such as rockfish. In 2002, the area subject to this 
proposal was designated as a Federal Rockfish Conservation Area (RCA), Area 12, administered by Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada (DFO) (Figure 5). This part of the coastline is within the traditional territory of the Gwa’Sala-
Nakwaxda’xw First Nations. 
 
RDMW received the initial referral on an application for a finfish aquaculture license of occupation near Robertson 
Island in 2000. The original proposal was to rent a 35 hectare area immediately to the west of Robertson Island. A 
license of occupation was subsequently issued. Currently, the existing license area is still vacant and the license 
expires at the end of 2015. Marine Harvest Canada (MHC) has requested to amend the existing license area to 
increase the tenure area from 35 to 149.2 hectares in order to locate a circular cage operation and accommodate all 
necessary anchorage locations (Figure 3). In addition, MHC has applied for an additional 4.5 hectare area to the east 
of Robertson Island in order to house accommodation and feed buildings, and utility area/floats (Figure 4). According 
to MHC, exposure of the proposed finfish site on the west side of the Island necessitates an alternative location for 
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                         INTERAGENCY REFERRAL REPORT 
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Interagency Referral Report – Crown Referral – Marine Harvest Canada– 1407822, 1414341  2 

staff accommodation and feed buildings. Both applications are for a 20 year period. The main proposed aquaculture 
site area would stretch from the mainland coastline south to northern Jeannetee Island, northwest to Robertson Island 
and north to the mainland coast. The secondary auxiliary site would stretch between Robertson Island and mainland 
coast.  
 
The proposed main license area would include 8 circular cages, anchor blocks, a feed barge, mort shed, living 
accommodations, and three utility floats. Table 1 outlines proposed use area and production information. The 
secondary proposed site would accommodate an alternative accessory residence, feed shed, and utility float adjacent 
to the proposed aquaculture site but not contiguous with its boundaries. With the referral, MHC also provided a 
baseline sediment assessment report dated December 13, 2013. It should be noted that according to MHC, the 
intensive finfish aquaculture use area will be located outside of the Rockfish Conservation Area. 
 
                       Table 1. Proposed Finfish Aquaculture Use Areas & Production 

Aquaculture Site Proposed Intensive 
Use Area (hectares) 

Proposed Total Site 
Area (hectares) 

Proposed Allowable 
Biomass (MT) 

Robertson Island 11.9 149 3,600 

 
It is anticipated that the finfish aquaculture site to the west of Robertson Island will be subject to a farm status 
application once in operation. This means that the site will be largely exempt from property taxation limiting the  
potential contribution that this operation could have towards the Regional property taxation system when compared to 
other residential, commercial or industrial uses of Crown lands.    
 
Policy Analysis 
BC Land Act 
The area subject to this proposal appears to have been designated under Section 17 of the BC Land Act for 
the conservation of natural or heritage resources. Certain uses of Crown land may be limited by this 
designation. 
 
North Island Straits Coastal Plan (NISCP) 
The NISCP came in effect on December 31, 2002, and contains multiple sector-specific designations for the waters of 
Queen Charlotte Strait, Johnstone Strait, and Kingcome and Knight Inlets (Table 2). At the time of adoption, NISCP 
identified there were 41 finfish tenures in the Plan area with a large cluster of operations located in the Broughton 
Archipelago. NISCP confirms that there is significant biophysical potential for aquaculture expansion in the Plan area.  
 
Table 2. NISCP Map Designations & Values 

NISCP Maps Robertson Island Designations & Values 

MAP 1: Biological Resources  Kelp 
MAP 2: Generalized Finfish Fisheries (Sport/Commercial) Salmon, Groundfish 
MAP 3: Invertebrate Fisheries None 
MAP 4: Existing Tenure & Industry Finfish Aquaculture 
MAP 5: Recreation Features Boating - Primary 
MAP 6: Protected Areas & Marine Planning Units (MPUs) C-13 
MAP 8: Planning Subunits Unit 52 General Management Emphasis 
 
Map 1 of the NISCP designates marine ecosystem values in the Plan area confirming the presence of kelp beds within 
the vicinities of Robertson Island. According to the Plan, this portion of Richards Channel contains Salmon and 
Groundfish Fisheries. The Plan does not reflect the federal Rockfish Conservation Area designation but does 
recognize high rockfish habitat values. NISCP conservation values around Hope Island include rockfish habitat. 
 
Map 8 “Planning Subunits” of the NISCP designates the subject area around Robertson Island as General 
Management emphasis area – Shelter Bay. NISCP general management provisions for Shelter Bay recommend that 
the unit should be managed to maintain aquaculture opportunities while accommodating recreation and temporary log 
transport tie-up. Finfish aquaculture is explicitly permitted in the management areas. 
 
BC Pacific Salmon Forum (BCPSF) Final Report  
In January of 2009, the BCPSF, a BC government initiative of six appointed board members led by Honourable John 
Fraser, produced a final report to the BC government outlining policy recommendations for protecting wild salmon and 
establishing sustainable fish farming practices in BC. On March 17, 2009, RDMW Economic Development 
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Commission (Regional Board) endorsed the recommendations of the BCPSF final report. The report acknowledges the 
economic importance of farming fish in BC, as well as the need for an ecosystems-based management approach, and 
concludes that fish farming can reduce the production-related impacts on wild salmon through adaptable management 
strategies. The Forum recommended the use of coordinated area production planning as a key adaptive strategy for all 
coastal areas of BC.  
 
RDMW Regional Plan  
The RDMW Regional Plan Bylaw No. 674, 2003, is a strategic plan establishing a vision for the RDMW area, land use 
planning policies and regional priorities with respect to the use of Crown lands and waters. The plan vision, as well as 
the general crown land use policies, supports resource-based economic development while emphasizing the need for 
long-term ecological, economic and social sustainability. The Plan contains fisheries and aquaculture policies that 
support development of aquaculture activities that exhibit or propose responsible aquaculture management practices 
and meet all applicable regulations without detracting from adjacent land or water uses. With regard to aquaculture 
processing, the Plan supports establishing linkages between wild fisheries and aquaculture sectors in fish handling 
and processing. 
 
Provided that particular attention is given to ensuring the proposed development has a minimal impact on the Rockfish 
Conservation Area, the proposal appears to be consistent with the policies of the Regional Plan. 
 
Economic Development Analysis 
The Regional District’s Strategic Sector report identifies aquaculture as one of the key sectors for future 
economic development opportunities.  Accordingly, from an economic development perspective, the 
Regional District is supportive of the application for new and expanded tenure subject to a commitment from 
the applicant to hire locally based employees for the aquaculture operation, adopt a policy for preferential 
consideration of local service and supply providers, and to abjure from seeking farm status for property tax 
purposes. 
 
Electoral Area Director 
Electoral Area A 
The proposed Robertson Island finfish aquaculture site is on the migratory route of the Fraser River (Cultus River) 
sockeye.  Research has shown that Cultus Lake sockeye migrate directly through this area (see: 
http://kintama.com/visualizations/bc-salmon-conservation-studies/#cultus-lake-sockeye). Increasing salmon production 
on the Mainland coast (Robertson Island)  goes against the spirit of the Cohen Commission recommendations.   
  
This Licence of Occupation has been held for over 15 years with no improvements put on. It is troubling that one can 
hold a lease for 15 years, do nothing with it. How can there be an application the increase  production on it when there 
has never been any production on it? 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  Concurrence of Electoral Area Director 

 

 

 
Jonas Velaniskis, MSc, MCIP, RPP 
Manager of Planning 

 Heidi Soltau 
Electoral Area ‘A’ Director 

   
Economic development information provided by,  Reviewed by, 

 

  

Pat English 
Manager of Economic Development                      

 Greg Fletcher  
Administrator 
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Figure 1: Proposed Aquaculture & Auxiliary Sites, Rockfish Conservation Area (approximate) 
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Figure 2: Proposed MHC Sites, Area Notations & Conservancies (approxinmate) 
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Figure 3: Proposed Robertson Island Finfish Aquaculture Site 
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Figure 4: Proposed Auxiliary Site 

 
 
 

59



Interagency Referral Report – Crown Referral – Marine Harvest Canada– 1407822, 1414341  8 

 
Figure 5: DFO Rockfish Conservation Area 12 
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Date: March 20, 2015           RDMW File No.: 2015002 

                      
Provincial Agency: Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations 

Agency File No: 1414257 

Electoral Area: B Electoral Area Director: Phil Wainwright 
Applicant’s Name: Cliff Point Property Owners Society Applicant’s Location: Parksville, BC 
Tenure Type: Group Moorage License of Occupation Tenure Duration: 30 years  
Location: Quatsino Sound Area: 1.33  hectares 
 

 

RDMW Recommendation: 
The proposal to install a group moorage facility including a wharf, ramp and float in order to service the upland two 
recreational/residential properties is consistent with the policies of the Coastal Plan, Regional Plan and Zoning 
Bylaw provided that sensitive fishery periods are observed during the development stage.  
 
Quatsino Sound is within the traditional territory of the Quatsino First Nation. The proponents of this application 
should engage the First Nation. 
 

 
Background 
The Regional District of Mount Waddington (RDMW) received a referral from FrontCounterBC on a crown land 
application to develop a group moorage facility for establishing a water access point servicing to two large privately-
owned parcels in Quatsino Sound (Figures 1 to 4). The proposed 30-year license of occupation includes the placement 
of a 28-metre long standing wharf, ramp, floating docks, ancillary moorage structure and anchors. The referral 
package includes a management plan with a project overview, as well as detail descriptions of the physical parameters 
of the project. The two upland parcels are currently subject to a subdivision application proposing to divide the parcels 
into 15 lots. In 2014, the owners of the two parcels referred the proposed group moorage development to the Regional 
District for confirming compliance with the zoning regulations. Although the intent and design of the proposal is to 
service both parcels owned by Cliffe Point Properties, the proposed dock would only front onto one of the two lots. As 
part of the zoning compliance review, RDMW requested that the owners register an easement and Section 219 
restrictive covenants on the two properties ensuring that the proposed group moorage facility will serve the combined 
land area of the two lots (and any future lots created within the two parcels) and that the future development of the 
properties does not result in the proliferation of additional individual docks. All the necessary land management 
instruments have been registered on the titles of the two properties as requested. 
 
Quatsino Sound Coastal Plan (Unit 8 Koprino) 
The Quatsino Sound Coastal Plan designates this part of the Sound as Unit 8, Koprino. The Coastal Plan provides 
direction for provincial tenure approvals in the intertidal and nearshore environment of Quatsino Sound. The Plan 
identifies kelp beds and good to medium deep water oyster capability within the immediate area of the proposal. Light 
and heavy docks, as well as wharf and moorage facilities, are considered acceptable and appropriate in this Unit area 
according to the Plan.  
 
RDMW Regional Plan Bylaw No. 674, 2003, and Regional Zoning Bylaw No. 21, 1972 
The Regional Plan Bylaw is a land use policy statement of the Regional District pertaining to all private and Crown 
lands within the jurisdiction. The Plan supports low-impact recreational development outside of settlement areas on 
larger parcelss provided that the development is appropriately serviced, compatible with resource extraction uses of 
the overall area, does not exceed ecological capacities or detract from the overall esthetic and scenery values of the 
area, and allows for public access to the shoreline. In accordance with the Regional Plan, the use of a water parcel 
must be compatible with the permitted upland use. The Regional Zoning Bylaw No. 21 zones the upland properties as 
A-1. The zoning provisions allow for residential and recreational use of the area, as well as accessory structures. 
Given that the upland property is currently zoned for residential/recreational use, this proposal is consistent with the 
Regional Plan and Zoning Bylaw. 
 
RDMW will continue to work with the property owners and the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure on the 
current subdivision proposal to ensure that all of the Regional Plan policies and Zoning Bylaw regulations are 
addressed in the proposed configuration of new parcels, which will be serviced by the group moorage facility. 
 
 

 

 
                

   REGIONAL DISTRICT OF MOUNT WADDINGTON 
                         INTERAGENCY REFERRAL REPORT 
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Electoral Area ‘B’ Director 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  Concurrence of Electoral Area Director 

 

 

 

Jonas Velaniskis, M.Sc., MCIP, RPP 
Manager of Planning 

 Phil Wainwright 
Electoral Area ‘B’ Director 

   
  Reviewed by, 
   

 
 
 

  Greg Fletcher  
Administrator 
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Figure 1: Proposed Wharf Layout 
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Figure 2: Proposed Wharf Layout Detail 
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Figure 3: Proposed Wharf Area - Imagery  
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Figure 4: Proposed Wharf Area - Marine Chart 
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Cormorant Island Healthy Community Committee

Box 4, Alert Bay, BC, V0N1A0



									April 6, 2015

 To:  Regional District of Mt. Waddington 

The Cormorant Island Healthy Community Committee is made up of representatives of the Namgis first Nation’s Council, the Alert Bay Village Council, and interested representatives of the health and social services sectors.  We have been serving the Community  since 2008. 

The Cormorant Island Healthy Community Committee wishes to support the Grant Proposal for a second Lift Van.  As you know the first Van was a gift from the Citizens of Cormorant Island and Malcolm Island.  We have benefited from having the Van for our seniors\Elders and Handicapped residents over the years.  We are also very aware of the transportation Needs of our Region.

Please use this Letter to support your grant application for the VTN and all the positively fine work of the volunteers.  We are also a voluntary Committee that supports the improvements to health on our island; and understand the difficulty getting funding for needed Projects.



Sincerely,

Sandra Waarne ,Recording Secretary 

Cormorant Island Healthy Communities Committee


		





		



Mount Waddington Health Network

PO Box 729 2044 McNeill Road, Port McNeill, BC V0N 2R0











April 10, 2015







Strategic Priorities Fund Lift-Van



RE:   LETTER OF SUPPORT





To Whom It May Concern



We the Mount Waddington Health Network are acutely aware of the need to increase wheelchair accessible transportation to locally based medical services and other health related appointments, as well as to those only available outside of our Mount Waddington Region.



The Volunteer Transportation Network (which is part of the regional transit system, operated by North Island Community Services Society) currently offers some lift-van access to local medical appointments but does not have the capacity to expand without the addition of a second lift-van.  Demand for service has increased substantially over this past year as documented by the regional transportation committee.  The VTN offers a cost effective service utilizing trained volunteer drivers.



Our organization supports the Regional District of Mount Waddington's application to the Strategic Priorities Fund for a lift-van to augment the VTN.



Respectfully,







Alyson Hagan-Johnson

Co-Chair

Mount Waddington Health Network
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